
The 2017 Youth Leadership Summit is designed to engage the 
next generation of leaders and introduce them to the world of international affairs. 

Through a specialized diplomatic simulation moderated by the U.S. Diplomacy Center, site visits, speaker 
sessions, and peer collaboration, participants will learn how different national interests drive international 
cooperation on critical issues. Over three days, the Youth Leadership Summit (YLS) will provide students with 
effective problem solving strategies, leadership skills, and insights into international affairs. 

Past YLS participants reported that they gained a newfound interest in international affairs and the role that U.S. cities 
play in this equation. Through YLS, Sister Cities International empowers young people to think globally, spurring a 
new generation of citizen diplomats who become instrumental in promoting peace, mutual respect, and prosperity. 

About Sister Cities International:
Founded by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956, Sister Cities 
International is a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) nonprofit which serves as the 
national membership organization for individual sister cities, counties, 
and states across the U.S. This network unites tens of thousands of 
citizen diplomats and volunteers in 570 communities with over 2,300 
partnerships in 150 countries on six continents.

Sister Cities International was created at President Eisenhower’s 
1956 White House summit on citizen diplomacy, where he envisioned 
a network that would be a champion for peace and prosperity by 
fostering bonds between people from different communities around the 
world. 

For more information, visit: www.sistercities.org. 

Sister Cities International’s

2017 Youth 
Leadership Summit 

 
July 12-16 • Virginia Beach, Virginia

SISTER CITIES INTERNATIONAL WELCOMES STUDENTS (AGES 14-18) TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

2017 YOUTH LEADERSHIP SUMMIT AT THE 61ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA



The diplomacy simulation was accurate, 

engaging, thought-provoking, and made 

me want to do diplomacy as a career.

My favorite part about the YLS was the 

wonderfully diverse, courageous people 

I got to meet from all over the globe... 

This was my second year coming back 

and I still loved the simulation just as 

much and couldn’t wait to come back!

Sister Cities International is the pinnacle of citizen 

efforts to engage in diplomacy. This organization allows 

the youth of tomorrow to experience elements of 

domestic government, foreign policy making, the art of 

diplomacy, and cultures of our ever changing universe. 

I am honored to have been a part of this summit.
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Questions? 
Visit www.sistercities.org/YLS or 
Contact Alyssa Fox at afox@sistercities.org 

Info about Registration 
• Register online at www.sistercities.org/YLS 

• Rate for Youth from a Sister Cities International Member City (with lodging) - $600

• Rate for Youth from Non-member City (with lodging) - $650

• Rate for Youth from Member and Non-member Cities (without lodging) - $350 

• Ground Transportation to and from Norfolk International Airport on Wednesday, 7/12 and Sunday, 7/16 - $25 

• To find out if your city is a member of Sister Cities International, visit www.sistercities.org or call 202-347-8636

Housing
Students will experience a taste of college life by lodging at the dorms at Virginia Wesleyan College. Chaperones will supervise the 
students throughout the Summit.


