The Norfolk Sister City
Association

Office Location:
800 East City Hall Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23510
Office: (757) 627-0530
Days Open: Monday-Friday
Hours: 9:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 3074
Norfolk, VA 23514

Dear Ambassadors of Peace,
Spring has sprung, the flowers are blooming, and pollen is everywhere. It seems like
everyone is getting vaccinated and if you stand on your tiptoes you can almost see
things getting back to normal. Like many organizations we used the Pandemic for our
strategic planning. One new initiative that came from our planning session was the
idea of celebrating the national day of each of our Sister City’s country. Just last
month we celebrated Ghana’s national day by our Tema committee’s very successful
virtual auction. This month we celebrate St. George’s Day which is United Kingdom’s
national day with our Norfolk committee hosting a Tea at Norfolk Yacht. We have
many more exciting National days to celebrate. Watch our Facebook page so that you
do not miss out on these cultural events.
Another very exciting event we have planned in the next few months is the
installation of our Sister City Sign. This will be a sign listing each of our Sister cities
pointing in the direction and giving the distance to each Sister city. The sign will be in
Town Point Park and will be great photo opportunity.
Sister Cities International was created at President Eisenhower’s 1956 White House
conference on citizen diplomacy. Eisenhower envisioned an organization that could
be the hub of peace and prosperity by creating bonds between people from different
cities around the world. By forming these relationships, President Eisenhower
reasoned that people of different cultures could celebrate and appreciate their
differences and build partnerships that would lessen the chance of new
conflicts. Norfolk Sister Cities continues to seek creative ways to connect with our
friends around the globe. If you, a friend, co-worker seeks the noble work of citizen
diplomat please contact us, so we get you involved. You will be glad you did.

Gary D. Bonnewell
President, Norfolk Sister City Association

UPCOMING EVENTS

LONG LIVE LEARNING

Norfolk Sister City
April 23 is St. George's
Day - the patron saint of
England.
Join us for an English
Tea to celebrate St.
George's Day. We will
be on the back patio of
Norfolk Yacht. Attendance is limited to 24.
There will be tables of four. Facemasks are
required when not seated and eating.
In addition to scones and a pastry offering,
the menu includes three finger sandwiches:
Open-Face Cucumber
and Watercress,
Shrimp Salad and
Roast Beef and
Horseradish. There
will be a small fruit
presentation, fine
selection of hot tea
and a glass of Pimms.
The cost per person
is $40.
Hats and gloves are
encouraged!
https://www.norfolksistercities.org/events/
norfolk-county-u…s-st-georges-day/
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Association was invited
by Slover Library to
participate early in the
Lifelong Learning
initiative instituted by
the City of Norfolk. On
February 16 of this year,
our Education Committee Chair, Maritsa Alger and our
Executive Director, Jennifer Priest presented a program on
youth and adult travel opportunities with NSCA. A recording
of the Zoom presentation can be accessed:
Topic: Introduction to Norfolk Sister City Association
and Travel Opportunities
Start Time : Feb 16, 2021 08:49 AM
Meeting Recording:
https://zoom.us/rec/share/KP4mFNrLHdoz_fOdapxXPq6Q96WorSnsUI3pf4K9EgEtuNe5ei3MX
GAyFKEo0rK.UFIdMUO8LM3ImqQH
Access Passcode: mm8RX?T?

YAYA—YOUNG AUTHORS SHOWCASE

dream of a human existence that is even more dynamic,

Norfolk Sister City Association is once again participating in more advanced, and more resilient than ever before.
Sister Cities International Young Artists – Young Authors
Showcase.

Below is the link to see our submissions from Norfolk

For decades, Sister Cities International has leveraged the

Public School Students in grade 7-12.

power that art has to transform societies and transcend

https://docs.google.com/presentation/

cultural boundaries through the Young Artists and Authors
Showcase, or YAAS. The Showcase has given youth

d/1nfQYJ7o0humenRalrh9KXmmqUc1wnfLl4jcI2IVAC5A/
edit?usp=sharing

worldwide the opportunity to express their vision for a

NATIONAL DAYS JANUARY—MARCH

more unified, peaceful world through original art and

As a part of our new five-year strategic plan, we are making
a point to celebrate the national days and significant
cultural days for ten sister cities.

literature.
This year’s theme will be “United in Hope”.
Sister Cities International aims to promote peace through
mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation – one
individual, one community at a time. The COVID-19
pandemic is a unique phenomenon in that it has affected
every country around the globe. However, as is common in
tragedy, hope shines through for those who
persevere. Hope is a uniting force during this time as
people struggle to cope with its ongoing effects and once
again start to imagine a life without social distancing or

February 11 is Japan’s National Day.
Learn fun facts here: https://
www.officeholidays.com/holidays/
japan/japan-national-foundation-day
February 12 ushered in
the year of the ox! https://youtu.be/
QJm0pky7sjo
Our Tema, Ghana Sister City Committee
celebrated March 6 Independence Day
with a silent auction. Thanks are
extended to the Committee, Yendidi
Restaurant and Fashions by Abena.

wearing a mask. Indeed, the younger generation can
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

If you enjoy French culture and outdoor dinner parties, think about joining our Soiree en Blanc Committee.
For details, please contact the office, 757-627-0530, or staff@norfolksistercities.org
Our Annual International Luncheon returns on October 3, 2021. We’ll be in the newly renovated ballroom at
Norfolk Yacht & Country Club. If you love to help with party arrangements and silent auctions, please consider
joining our AIL Committee. For details, please contact the office, 757-627-0530 or staff@norfolksistercities.org

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS
Marista Alger
Mina Barberis
Gary & Debbie Bonnewell
Barbara Boslego
Meriel Burgess Wright
Jennifer Carson
Charlene Christopher
Minette Cooper
Brenda Duda

Debbie Dunn
Risë Flenner
Eric & Frieda Guran
Gloria Hagans
Jack Hilgers
Charles Kessler
La Brioche Bakery
Jean Lamkin
Deborah Marquardt

Marie Pierre Myrick
Anna Nagorniuk
Cynthia Potter
Norfolk Public Schools
James Pohl
Ed & Janis Weisberg

