
NORFOLK SISTER CITIES HEADS TO NORFOLK, COUNTY, UK 

We are planning a trip to Norwich, the seat for Norfolk County, UK. Trip dates are January 21-30, 2022.  This trip is in conjunction 

with Rotary District 7600. The Rotary Club of Norwich celebrates 100 years in 2022 and we are going to help them ring in this 

special year in style.  

We’ll be spending eight nights at the George Hotel.  The George Hotel – An independent business in the heart of East Anglia 
The selected airline is Delta.  We need 20 people to make the trip work.  If you are interested, please call the office, 757-692-5718 

or email, staff@norfolksistercities.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Watch your email for details on our annual membership meeting taking place in early December. This is a must attend affair. Not 

only does our membership vote in our new Directors, they meet our incoming officers and witness a very special piece of Norfolk 

Sister City Association history in the making!  

Donna Bausch 

Larry Baucom / World Affairs Council 

Gina Bordeaux 

Kenny Bullock 

CV International / Michael Coleman 

Phillip Gray 

Hague Plastic Surgery 

Gretchen Hardy 

Melinda Harris-Peoples 

Marguerite Inscoe 

Joy & Elizabeth Kannarkat 

Linda McCluney 

Ann Kirk Mendes 

Edna Moll 

Dianne Powell 

Armistead & Widget Williams 

NEW  AND RENEWING MEMBERS - JULY—SEPTEMBER 2021 

The Norfolk Sister City  

Association 

 

Office Location: 

800 East City Hall Avenue 

Norfolk, VA 23510 

Office: (757) 627-0530 

Days Open: Monday-Friday 

Hours:  9:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 3074 

Norfolk, VA 23514 

Dear Ambassadors of Peace, 
 
This past month our Toulan France committee hosted one of our most beloved 
events of the year, Soiree en Blanc. Patterned after the original Paris Soiree, 
this year ours drew 250 attendees for a delightful evening picnic on the shady 
grounds of The Church of the Good Shepherd. Special thanks to Ed Kellam for 
securing the facility. Clad in all white our guest mingled with friends from 
around the town and from around the world. We hope to see you there next 
year. 
  
With the passing of Labor Day, traditional summer is over and it is back to 
school time. This is always an exciting time for Norfolk Sister Cities as we too 
will be getting back into classrooms. Because of the pandemic we were able to 
create a wonderful new exchange between students in Norfolk Public School’s 
Academy of International Studies at Rosemont and students in our Sister City 
Kochi. Students in both schools loved the experience that became creative 
learning. 
  
In just a few short weeks we will host another signature event with our Annual 
International Luncheon. This year our speaker is Fred Blanton, Virginia 
Representative for Sister Cities International. The location is the newly 
renovated Norfolk Yacht and Country Club which is truly spectacular. We will 
have a wonderful silent auction with truly unique items from are Sister Cities. 
We hope to see you there. We also plan to announce a special event for late 
October that has been years in the making. Attend the Luncheon and be the 
first to hear the news. 
  

  

Gary D. Bonnewell 
President, Norfolk Sister City Association 

https://georgehotel.co.uk/
mailto:staff@norfolksistercities.org


 SISTER CITIES INTERNATIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP SUMMIT  

Due to COVID-19, the annual SCI Youth Conference was held virtually.  

This allowed students from around the globe greater access to 

participate. A student from our sister school in Kochi India submitted 

and application and was selected. Only fifty students were selected to 

participate. The focus was sustainable development goals. The 

workshop took place on August 2, with a public forum held on August 

12.  Below is part of winning student’s  application essay. 

 

I am Hannah Alice Simon, 

and the most special 

thing about me is that I 

see everything differently 

from others. 

I was born fully blind, and 

the doctors said that they 

had nothing to do about 

it. But my parents 

accepted me just the way 

I am, deciding that they 

would help me to grow 

up into a strong 

independent woman.  

 

It is when I began going to school that I got a taste of the real world. 

My four-year-old class-mates had never seen a girl like me, who had 

the weirdest eyes ever. I face isolation and insults from children and 

teachers alike. And there were days when I cried myself to sleep in 

my mother's arms. But her strong belief in me gave me the strength 

to keep on. 
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SUMMER YOUNG GLOBAL  
CITIZENS PROGRAM 

Members of our 
Wilhelmshaven, 
Germany Sister City 
Committee had the 
pleasure of 
presenting a YGC 
program to two 
classes of Camp 
Einstein students at 

             Crossroads School. 

This July 5, 2021 
program was the first 
in person time we have 
had with Norfolk Public 
School students since 
March 9, 2020.   

Samantha Wegener, a 
Norfolk Public Schools 
art teacher at Maury 
High School, and her 
daughter, University of 
Virginia Senior Daisy Wegener delivered the 
programs. Twenty raising 4th and 5th grade students 
learned all kinds of things about Wilhelmshaven 
and German cuisine.  

 

 

 

As years passed on, I grew stronger. I learnt to face 

all the insults and the isolation down with a smile. I 

also began exploring my talents and investing in 

them. Music and writing were the means through 

which I expressed myself. I have written and 

composed 8 songs, which are uploaded on my 

youtube channel and my web page, 

www.hannahalice.in . I have also written 6 short stories, which are 

in the process of being published. The challenges I faced in my life 

made me a fighter and motivated me to reach out to others. Over 

the last three years, I have been giving motivational speeches to 

youngsters and school children across my state. I was able to share 

my own story, and help my listeners to face their insecurities and 

become special in their own way. 

Today I walk forward with the dream of becoming a psychologist. 

And I also have a bigger dream of speaking to larger crowds. I want 

to reach out to the other specially challenged like me, and tell them 

that we are not disabled, but rather differently abled, born to 

inherit our place in the world. 

As I move on in life, greater insults and isolation may confront me. 

But I will walk on with my head held high, with my war cry ringing 

clear and true. 

 

"I am not normal, but I am not different or weird either. I am just, 

Special! Born to do special things that only I can do." 

- Hannah Alice Simon 

 

 

 

SOIREE EN BLANC RETURNS  

Taken as a sign that things 

are slowly returning to 

normal, our Toulon, France 

Committee hosted our 

beloved Soiree en Blanc on 

August 12.   

Thanks are extended for Ed 

Kellam for his help in securing the green space next to Church of the 

Good Shepherd. Despite crushing heat, this fully shaded location 

provided a haven for a picnic dinner. We had 250 

guests who will agree. 

After eight years of a mid-August event, it has been 

decided to move the event to the second Thursday in 

May. Our 2022 Soiree will be held on Thursday, May 12.  

Be on the lookout for more information in the early 

spring.  

RECORDS MANAGEMENT UPDATE 

It is with great excitement that we announce our conversion of our 

membership database to Salesforce.  The implementation process is 

now complete. You can resume renewing your membership, as well 

as make donations via our website.  You will be receiving an email 

with more information soon. If you established a Wild Apricot login 

previously, you would need to set up a new sign in.  

May thanks to Scott Carter & the folks at 

United Networks and the Salesforce 

implementation team at ebq!  
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http://www.hannahalice.in

